






1973
It reached the stage where the Podbielskistasse facilities in
Hanover could no longer be expanded. The writing 
instrument production was moved to Peine/Voehrum which
is approximately 30 km to the east of Hanover. Up until
today, Pelikan pens, painting and office Products are still 
produced there.

1974 
Pelikan developed the simplified Handwriting for beginners
in collaboration with educators from this field of expertise. It
was here where the company first displayed its educational
competence regarding Handwriting. Due to this, the role of
the Pelikano fountain pen became even more vital.

1978
The companies legal form is changed from a GmbH into a AG
(= with shares). The shares were divided within the Beindorff
family and 46 other owners. The company’s balance sheet
added up to DM 607.8 million.
The company’s assortment was extended adding a wide
range of Hobby and Game Products. There were also 
subsidiary companies producing office printers, projectors,
data carriers, technical drawing aids and cosmetic products.
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1982 
The market was ecstatic. The excessive expansion of the
assortment and a take over of the Photocopier Company
Lumoprint in Hamburg finally resulted in insolvency. A
reverse split of the shares in a ratio of 10:1 took place and
Pelikan was taken over by Condorpart (Switzerland) in 1984.
The company based mainly in Hanover was separated into
various sub companies and parts were sold. Operations were
from then onwards run by Pelikan International (later Pelikan
Holding) in Switzerland. The Pelikan Holding AG – Zug/
Switzerland started trading on the Swiss stock exchange in
1986.

1993 
In Autumn 1993 Pelikan’s first Limited Edition (based on the
800 series) is released under the name “Blue Ocean”. It was
made in a Blue transparent colouring. A total of 5000 
fountain pens were produced – 1000 were sold in an set with
an additional ballpoint pen.

1995
The assortment of printing Products, inkjet cartridges etc.
ended up becoming a separate division of distribution in
1994 which was then eventually sold to the American 
company Nucote in 1995.
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2003
On the 17th of March the company moved to its new office
building on the Werftstrasse in Hanover. At around the same
time, 125 years after its initial registration – the design of the
Pelikan Logo has been altered and modified.
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1996
GOODACE SDN BHD, a company owned by Hooi Keat Loo
from Malaysia, took over the majority of Pelikan Holding
shares.
Two years later the XVI Commonwealth games took place in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. To mark the occasion, the Pelikan
Limited Edition Kuala Lumpur was released.

2000
Being one of the largest suppliers for retailers and 
superstores in Germany, Pelikan in this year resumed the 
distribution of Products from Pelikan Hardcopy. In doing so,
Pelikan yet again began selling Products representing all 
individual areas of its core competence.

 



 

 

2005 
On 1st October the company Geha-Werke GmbH, Garbsen, dealing in 
modern presentation technology and office shredders, merged with 
the Pelikan Vertriebsgesellschaft mbH & Co. KG, Hannover. Geha 
enjoys the status of an independent division, operating worldwide 
with its own marketing department, sales force and repair service. 

 

 

2007 
In January the Pelikan International Corporation Berhad (PICB), 
Malaysia announced that an Extraordinary General Meeting approved 
the acquisition of Pelikan Hardcopy Holding AG which henceforth 
legally belongs to the Pelikan Group. The acquisition had already been 
contractually regulated on 6th October 2006.    
 
Over a decade ago, the Hardcopy business had been separated from 
the Group by the Pelikan Holding AG, a subsidiary of the Pelikan 
International, in the course of restructuring measures. 

 

 

2007 
Pelikan introduces the technology center for developing inkjet 
products in Wetzikon in Switzerland. 
The first product developed in this hotbed of ideas is the 
PowerPad. 

   



 

 

2008 
Start of the new merchandising company in Germany on 
1.1.2008. 
The main services of the "Re-Merch GmbH" are the realization of 
directed selling efforts, secondary product placement and 
campaigns as well as shelf and inventory monitoring. 

 

 

2008 
The innovative learn-to-write system griffix® is being 
introduced.  griffix® is the first holistic product concept to 
consistently accompany the process of learning to write from 
the very beginning. 
Apart from the "red dot design award" Pelikan received the 
desirable ISPA award for the griffix® product row at the 
Paperworld in Frankfurt. 

 

 

2008 
Another birthday child within the Pelikan family is the Geha 
brand. Geha turns 90. 



 

 

 

 

2008 

Pelikan celebrates its 170th birthday on the 28th of April 2008. 

The birthday celebrations are accompanied by numerous 

activities for commerce and consumers under the motto "170 

years Pelikan". 

 

The historic museum in Hannover offers a comprehensive 

review of 170-years of Pelikan history with the exhibition 

"Pelikan - a company does history". 

 

 

2009 

Pelikan on a new course with an expanded fleet with Pelikan 

PELIFIX® and Pelikan blanco® 

 

Pelikan has always been a force for innovation and a highly 

competent pioneer in the gluing and correcting sector. With the 

brands Pelikan PELIFIX® for gluing and Pelikan blanco® for 

correcting, the products are available on the German, Austrian 

and Swiss market again. 

 

 

 

2010 

Half a century of Pelikano: the fountain pen from the long-

established Pelikan company celebrates its 50th anniversary  

 

 The Pelikan company will have cause for celebration in 2010: 

the time-tested Pelikano school and junior fountain pen will be 

50 years old! To mark this anniversary, a trendy new design 

version of the classic will appear in the colours red, blue and 

green.  

 



 

 

 

 

2010 

Acquisition of Herlitz AG 

 

Pelikan International Corporation Berhad acquires Herlitz AG 

incl. the Logistikzentrum Falkensee. 

 

 



The story behind the patent registration of 
the Pelikan trademark and logo.

Almost two decades prior to the introduction of trademark
laws on the 12th of May 1894, the company GÜNTHER 
WAGNER applied for its first trademark at the county court of
Hanover.

After the introduction of the entry scroll at the Kaisers Patent
office, the trademark was registered on the 26th of June 1895
and entered into the scroll on the 26th of February 1896. The
application date is registered on the entry document.

One day earlier on the 25th of February 1896, the original
Pelikan font and logo designs were entered into the scroll.
Both of these are now patented in 150 countries world-wide.

registered on 25th of February 1896

As time has passed, the original form and style of the 
trademark have been adjusted and modified to suite the
Zeitgeist of the time. The following graphs display how the
trademark has evolved over the years.

registered on 20th of December 1984
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